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	Immigration and Asylum
Holyrood Parliamentary Questions
Bill Butler (S2O-12444): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been made in respect of the implementation of its agreement on the treatment of asylum seeker families reached with the Home Office in March 2006.

Reply from Robert Brown: We have made significant progress implementing the measures in the March 2006 Agreement.

The Minister for Education and Young People wrote to the Education and Communities Committees earlier this week confirming that we have reached agreement with Glasgow City Council and the Home Office on lead professional arrangements. This will ensure that relevant health, welfare and education information is made available to the Home Office during consideration of asylum cases involving children.

That letter also details the progress made in implementing each element of the agreement, for example the inspection of local services and enhanced background checks on all staff involved in removals

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0322.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Bill Butler (S2W-32697): To ask the Scottish Executive what response it has made to pupils and teachers at Drumchapel High School who have called for improved rights for children from asylum seeking families, particularly while they are preparing for exams.

Reply from Robert Brown: The Scottish Executives priority is for the children and families involved to be treated with dignity and respect in their dealings with the asylum system. A significant package of measures that will make a real difference to the children of asylum seekers in Scotland was agreed last March.

We have agreed lead professional arrangements with the Home Office and Glasgow City Council which will mean that upcoming exams are taken into account. The Minister for Education and Young People provided a detailed written update on the implementation of this and the wider agreement to the Communities and Education Committees on 20 March 2007, and a copy has been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 42401).

Ministers have written a number of letters to pupils from Drumchapel High School in recent times in response to the concerns they have raised about the treatment of asylum seeker children. We share many of those concerns and have raised them directly with Immigration Ministers and the Home Secretary.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0327.htm 
Bill Butler (S2W-32698): To ask the Scottish Executive what response it has made to calls by the Educational Institute of Scotland to end the use of dawn raids in the forced extradition of unsuccessful asylum seekers.

Reply from Robert Brown: Asylum decisions and the handling of individual cases are for the Home Office.

Our priorities are for asylum seekers in Scotland to be treated humanely and with dignity and respect in their dealings with the asylum system, and for the impact on friends and communities left behind when families are removed to be acknowledged and ameliorated.

The Scottish Executive maintains contact with the Educational Institute of Scotland and other Scottish stakeholders.

We understand that the Home Office have recently held a number of information events with stakeholders in Glasgow (including schools) to explain more about each stage of the asylum process, which have been positively received.
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0327.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum

Holyrood Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Bill Butler (S2W-32700): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been made in implementing the lead professional arrangements between Glasgow City Council and the Home Office which formed part of the agreement reached with the Home Office in March 2006 in respect of asylum seeker families.

Reply from Robert Brown: We have reached agreement with the Home Office and with Glasgow City Council on lead professional arrangements which should ensure that the rights, needs and interests of children in asylum seeker families are given earlier and on-going consideration.

The Minister for Education and Young People wrote to the Conveners of the Parliaments Education and Communities Committees on 20 March 2007 to provide a detailed update on the implementation of the March 2006 agreement. That letter has been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 42401).
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0327.htm 
Bill Butler (S2W-32701): To ask the Scottish Executive what progress has been made in respect of the full implementation of all strands of the agreement reached in March 2006 between the Executive and the Home Office regarding the treatment of asylum seeker families.

Reply from Robert Brown: The Minister for Education and Young People provided a detailed written update on the implementation of the March 2006 agreement to the Communities and Education Committees on 20 March 2007, and a copy has been placed in the Scottish Parliament Information Centre (Bib. number 42401). 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0327.htm 

Bill Butler (S2W-32699): To ask the Scottish Executive what guidance it has produced concerning the welfare of children moved to Dungavel Immigration Removal Centre.

Reply from Robert Brown: The operation and management of Dungavel is the responsibility of the Home Office which has a set of Operating Standards which includes those centres dealing with families with children. The Home Office also has a Child Protection Policy issued centrally and ensure that the commercial operators of any centre which houses children adopt this policy into their own Child Protection policies and procedures which are developed in collaboration with the relevant local authority. In the case of Dungavel that is South Lanarkshire Council.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0328.htm 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Lord Roberts of Llandudno asked Her Majesty’s Government: Whether they will repeal Section 9 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants etc.) Act 2004 and end the pilot trials now in operation.

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: My Lords, pilot activity in respect of decisions to withdraw asylum support ended in November 2005. Work is continuing on the evaluation of the pilot. No decisions will be taken on whether to implement Section 9 more widely until that work has been completed.

Lord Roberts of Llandudno: My Lords, I welcome the fact that the trial areas are now a thing of the past. What has happened to the 116 families,219 children, involved in the three trial areas? How soon will the reports be in our hands? What plans has the Minister to give evidence to the Independent Asylum Commission so that it has the full government perspective?

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: My Lords, as the noble Lord knows, the evaluation is not complete, and I am not in a position to prejudge it. A number of the families involved in the Section 9 pilot have come back on to support and a small number have left under the voluntary assistance scheme.

Lord Avebury: My Lords, how many families with children would have been deprived of support if Section 9 had been implemented during these months? How many of those families have accepted the enhanced IOM voluntary return package? Why is it taking so long to produce the evaluation when we already knew from the Barnardo’s study carried out when the power to repeal was granted in the asylum Act 2006 that the pilots had been a failure?

Reply from Lord Bassam of Brighton: My Lords, it would help the House if the noble Lord were rather more precise in his question about voluntary returns. Statistics show that in 2006 some 5,330 people who had sought asylum left the UK under the assisted voluntary return programme. That detail is in the public domain. I cannot speculate on when the evaluation will be completed but I understand that it will be in the next few months.
For the continuation of this question and answer session see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70329-0001.htm#07032950000006 
Anne Snelgrove [127815]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department under what circumstances an asylum seeker with exceptional leave to remain is able to leave and return to the UK.

Reply from Liam Byrne: A person who applies for asylum and is granted leave to remain in the United Kingdom for more than six months is normally permitted to travel abroad and return to the United Kingdom until their leave expires, provided that they are not absent for a continuous period of more than two years. If they remain outside the United Kingdom for more than two years their leave will lapse and they may not be readmitted to the United Kingdom. The policy and the exceptions to it are set out in the Asylum Policy Instruction Travel Abroad, which is publicly available on the IND website at: http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/documents/asylumpolicyinstructions/ 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070323/text/70323w0003.htm#07032344000043 


	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Annette Brooke [127535]: To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department how many unaccompanied asylum seeking children arriving in the UK in (a) 2005 and (b) 2006 were the subject of an age dispute; and how many of those were subsequently found to be minors. 

Reply from Liam Byrne: Information is not available on how many of those asylum applications lodged in 2005 and 2006 from Unaccompanied Asylum Seeking Children (UASCs) were at some time the subject of an age dispute. The number of age dispute cases who were subsequently found to be minors would only be available by examination of individual case-files at disproportionate cost.

Information on UASCs is published on a quarterly and annual basis. Statistics on age disputed applications are published annually. Data on age disputed asylum applications in 2005 and 2006 do not necessarily relate to UASC applications received within the same period. Copies of these publications are available from the Library of the House and from the Home Office Research, Development and Statistics Directorate website at: http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/rds/immigration1.html 
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070323/text/70323w0003.htm#07032344000044 

David Burrowes (130115): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many asylum seekers sought asylum in the UK on grounds of religious persecution in each of the last three years.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70326w01.htm 
David Burrowes (130116): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many asylum seekers who have converted to Christianity whilst in the UK sought asylum on religious persecution grounds in each of the last three years for which figures are available.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70326w01.htm 
David Burrowes (130117): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many failed asylum seekers who have subsequently changed their religion made the basis of their appeal the fear of religious persecution, in the last three years for which figures are available.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70326w01.htm 
Jeremy Corbyn (129791): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many people seeking asylum are held in custody; and what the equivalent figure was for (a) March 2005 and (b) March 2004.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70326w01.htm 
Jeremy Corbyn (129793): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many cases of (a) attempted suicide and (b) self-harm have been recorded in immigration detention centres in each of the last 12 months.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70326w01.htm 




	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Jeremy Corbyn (129794): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many children of failed asylum applicants are held in immigration detention centres; and what the equivalent figure was for (a) March 2006 and (b) March 2005.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70326w01.htm 
Jeremy Corbyn (129795): To ask the Secretary of State for the Home Department, how many failed asylum seekers have been deported to countries which have not signed the UN Convention against Torture 1988 during the last 12 months, broken down by country.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmordbk1/70326w01.htm 
Westminster Debates

Asylum Seekers
Jeremy Corbyn (Islington, North) (Lab): I am pleased to have this debate on the treatment of asylum seekers. The atmosphere in which asylum is normally discussed in this country has become deeply poisonous because of the role of much of the media in misreporting the plight of many asylum seekers. That in turn encourages politicians often to ignore their plight, and our feeling of humanity towards people less fortunate than ourselves is hardened and, to some extent, almost disappears. In this country, we are very good at exaggerating our role in history concerning people who are seeking asylum and a place of safety in this country, but when we consider how they are currently treated in this country and the delays and horrors that they go through, not just in this country but throughout Europe, we should take a slightly different view.

At the moment large numbers of people try to escape from poverty, oppression, difficulties and sheer misery in many very poor countries, mainly in Africa but also in parts of the middle east and south Asia. The reports one reads of the plight of people trying to get from the coast of west Africa to the Canary Islands from which they can gain entry to the European Union are horrific. An eye-witness account of what happened in October last year off the coast of the Canary Islands states that 20 migrants were missing after their inflatable boat sank off the Canary Islands on 5 October. Another report states that 17 people died after their boat went adrift off Sicily channel, among them five women and three children, on 7 September. The reports go on. For example: “Nineteen people died on August 11, after a gas cylinder exploded aboard a boat directed to Canary Islands”, and: “Twelve died and 22 were missing after a pirogue heading for the Canary Islands sank”. So it goes on. In March last year, a representative of the Red Crescent was asked to describe the situation, and said, “they are prepared to commit suicide. For them it is like the Russian roulette game; I arrive or I die.” It was then believed that between 700 and 800 people, the majority from Mali, Gambia and Senegal, attempted to cross each day. I mention that, not because it is the direct responsibility of the British Government or the House, but because it is a Europe-wide phenomenon and we are part of a Europe-wide border arrangement. The horrors of what is happening to many desperate and very poor people who are trying to get to the Canary Islands, Sicily and other southern European countries is very serious, and for the sake of humanity we should have some respect for the lives of those people and see what we can do to assist them.
For continuation of the debate see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070328/halltext/70328h0009.htm#07032875000005


	Immigration and Asylum

Westminster Debates (continued)
Immigration and Nationality (Fees) Regulations 2007

Baroness Scotland of Asthal rose to move, That the draft regulations laid before the House on 15 March be approved. 13th Report from the Statutory Instruments Committee and 15th Report from the Merits Committee.

The noble Baroness said: My Lords, these regulations are the final step in implementing the new charging model for immigration and nationality services. Before I turn to the detail of the contents, I thank noble Lords for their engagement in the process. In particular, I am grateful to the noble Lord, Lord Avebury, who has made insightful and informed queries, both earlier this month in the House and in subsequent correspondence. I have written to him today seeking to answer many of his points. I hope that that will give him the information he requires.

These regulations relate only to those applications that we propose to charge at levels above normal cost recovery. The fees for the other routes at or below cost-recovery levels are set out in regulations subject to the negative process that were made last week by the Minister for Immigration, Citizenship and Nationality, and which have been laid before Parliament.

The regulations before us cover applications made in respect of: indefinite leave to remain; limited leave to remain for work routes such as a work permit, the Highly Skilled Migrant Programme and investors; the Highly Skilled Migrant Programme approval letters; work permits; naturalisation as a British citizen or a British overseas territories citizen; and registration as a British citizen, British overseas territories citizen, British overseas citizen or British subject, excluding registration as a British citizen under Section 1 of the British Nationality (Hong Kong) Act 1997.

We have set fees in these regulations above normal cost-recovery levels on the basis of the value of a successful application to the migrant or, in the case of work permits, the value to the UK-based employer, in reliance on the power in Section 42 of the Asylum and Immigration (Treatment of Claimants, etc.)Act 2004.

Taking into account the benefits which will accrue in respect of a successful application—which we assess on the basis of entitlements that will accrue—we have decided to seek the greatest contribution to the costs of the end-to-end immigration system from those who are seeking to work in the United Kingdom or to stay here permanently.

The entitlements we believe to be the most valuable include the ability to work; whether dependants can accompany the migrant to the United Kingdom; whether there is a route to settlement; the length of leave granted; access to benefits; eligibility for a UK passport; and the right to vote. We then looked at other factors, supported by extensive research and consultation, to consider whether to reduce the level of over cost charge, and in some cases we have done so. We have also ensured that certain applications such as those for limited and indefinite leave to remain made on the basis of humanitarian protection remain exempt from fees.

For continuation of the debate see:

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70329-0012.htm#07032957000003 



	Immigration and Asylum (continued)
Westminster Statement 
Liam Byrne: I am today publishing a new strategy entitled “Securing the UK Border”, the terms of reference for the new Migration Advisory Committee (MAC), a summary of the responses received to our recent consultation on establishing a Migration Advisory Committee, and terms of reference for a new Migration Impacts Forum. Copies of all documents have been placed in the Libraries of both Houses.

Effective immigration systems require effective controls. The “Securing the UK Border” strategy is the third in the series of papers setting out how we will henceforth create a new offshore border control system, and strengthen UK border security here at home. It sets out how we intend to strengthen our borders against those who seek to abuse our laws and present a threat to our security while at the same time making the system simpler and faster for legitimate, low risk travellers. The main proposals include:

Visa Waiver Test: we will henceforth assume that all non-EEA countries will face a visa regime unless they meet a sufficient benchmark against a basket of immigration, crime, security and economic criteria. A test will be conducted over 2007 with regimes maintained, lifted or imposed during 2008-09. In tandem we will be reviewing the transit without visa concession and the direct airside transit visa regime.

Biometric capture: underpinning our proposals is the need to establish the identity of those seeking to travel to the UK. We will therefore capture the biometrics of all non-EEA passengers before travel to the UK or on arrival.

Visitors: we want to make the rights and obligations of those visiting the UK clearer and more transparent. During 2007 we will consult on the creation of distinct and separate routes for those coming for six months or less as tourists, business visitors and sponsored family visitors.

Forced Marriage: we will also consult on the introduction of measures to address the problem of forced marriage, including raising the minimum age for spouse and sponsor and examining the case for introducing some form of English language test prior to entry for those spouses intending to settle.

We are committed to attracting people with the skills Britain needs from around the world. With our policy set, a points based system will, starting from next year, ensure that we only admit to work and study those migrants with a contribution to make to Britain.

We believe that the UK would benefit greatly from advice from a new Committee of independent experts about where migration is of benefit to Britain and where it is not. There has been a full consultation on our proposals and the response I am publishing today shows strong support from the public.

The Migration Advisory Committee will be a non-statutory advisory non-departmental public body established from April 2007. It will provide independent and evidence-based advice to Government on specific sectors and occupations in the labour market where shortages exist which can sensibly be filled by migration. In addition the Government may, from time to time, ask the MAC to advise on other matters relating to migration.

Statement continues on next page




	Immigration and Asylum
Westminster Statement  (continued)
Statement continue from previous page

Alongside the MAC we are also establishing a new Migration Impacts Forum (MIF) which will provide us with information and input from interested parties on the wider impacts of migration. I will co-chair this body with my hon. Friend the Member for Oldham, East and Saddleworth (Mr. Woolas) and will invite membership from among those with a direct interest in issues associated with the wider impacts of migration from across the UK.
I am also announcing today a number of changes to the immigration rules relating to ministers of religion and international students, including an extension of the science and engineering graduates scheme and the fresh talent: working in Scotland scheme.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070328/wmstext/70328m0003.htm#07032887000018 
Press Releases 
Fresh Talent extended   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/03/28120522
Funding for English language training   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/03/28143924
Government to strengthen "off-shore" border

http://www.ind.homeoffice.gov.uk/aboutus/newsarchive/governmenttostrengthenoffshore 
New publication
The reception and integration of new migrant communities     

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/newmigrantcommunitiesresearch.pdf
News
Asylum centre stormed by campaigners   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=469482007
30 stage dawn raids protest    

http://www.eveningtimes.co.uk/news/display.var.1286375.0.30_stage_dawn_raids_protest.php
Arrest during immigration protest 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6494555.stm 
Anti-dawn raid protest outside asylum offices   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=472242007


	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
Scots more welcoming to migrants, says race commission   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1287187.0.0.php
A warm welcome to Scotland   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/focus/display.var.1287125.0.0.php
Reid promises 'stronger borders'    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6501451.stm
'Misery' of asylum rejects   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=478732007
Dawajcie swieci, say Saints' new fans
http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16978694&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221   

Alert on asylum seekers' plight   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=481102007
Marriage visa age to rise as part of tougher immigration controls   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/politics.cfm?id=481332007
Marriage visa age to rise to 21    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6501451.stm
Dawn raids demo targets ministers    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/glasgow_and_west/6502183.stm
City to offer child asylum seekers a new home   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1292755.0.0.php
England adopts ‘fresh talent’ visa scheme   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/politics/news/display.var.1292823.0.0.php
Access extended for Fresh Talent   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/scotland.cfm?id=485482007
Appeal over asylum death   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=486152007
Reviews for asylum family cases    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/6507091.stm



	Immigration and Asylum

News (continued)
Asylum seeker funeral fund reaches target    

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=501712007
Fund raises cash to send home body of asylum seeker   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=500242007
Government 'deliberately making asylum seekers destitute'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=493312007
Asylum hardships 'are deliberate' 

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk_politics/6507961.stm 

Long-term asylum seekers 'should stay'   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=491962007
Cash to help Highland newcomers    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/6511669.stm
Council seeking language experts   

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/highlands_and_islands/6506769.stm
Tour gives migrants a taste of Aberdeen life

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16999385&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221 

Immigrants make use of advice forum

http://www.thisisnorthscotland.co.uk/displayNode.jsp?nodeId=149664&command=displayContent&sourceNode=149490&contentPK=16999219&folderPk=85696&pNodeId=149221 

Asylum seekers' treatment "inhumane"   

http://news.scotsman.com/latest.cfm?id=495032007
Heinz offering a taste of home to Polish shoppers   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=498632007
New EU migrants may be eroding pay levels

http://politics.guardian.co.uk/eu/story/0,,2046234,00.html
Teenage victim of asylum scandal faces deportation   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2047688,00.html
TOP



	Race Relations
Westminster Debate
Community Cohesion
George Galloway: I begin with this evening’s Evening Standard headline, “East Enders ‘need English to win Olympic jobs’”, by its Olympics correspondent. The article begins:

“A call was made today for an English language academy to be set up in the East End to help local unemployed workers benefit from the Olympics.

A London Assembly report warns that thousands of jobs may fail to materialise, despite pledges to use the 2012 Games as the catalyst to transform one of the country’s poorest areas. A third of Newham residents have no qualifications and the lack of basic English skills is a large problem with the high number of economic migrants and refugees...Today’s report says English language training is a ‘critical piece of the jigsaw’ to ensure that local unemployed workers can access the new posts.”

Or we could take the BBC’s website this morning, which, under the heading, “Locals ‘could miss Olympic jobs’” said:

“East Londoners face ‘real risks’ of missing out on new jobs created by the Olympics, the London Assembly has warned...108,000 people of workable age in the Olympic boroughs are unemployed...The London Development Agency said ensuring Londoners benefit from the Olympics was a ‘priority’.”

Again, it highlights poor English among local workers as being critical to the problem.

There has rarely been a more perplexing paradox or bizarre contradiction than the Government’s policy of charging for English courses for speakers of other languages from September. Over the past few years, a range of social ills—from the riots that erupted in Bradford, Burnley and Oldham in 2001 to the so-called radicalisation of the Muslim community—has been blamed by Minister after Minister, at least in part, on the failure of groups of citizens to acquire proficiency in English. Indeed, Minister after Minister has beaten a path to east London—so often, that they are unable to answer my parliamentary questions about how often they have been there—to lecture the local people on the concept of Britishness; to lecture them on the need for integration; to lecture them on the dangers of ghettoisation.

I do not hold with that crude argument, but it poses a problem for the Minister. If the Government believe that a lack of ability in English contributes to something as grave as terror plots being hatched in Britain, why on earth are they making it more difficult for people to join English for speakers of other languages classes from September? For that is what introducing charges and ending the principle of universal access will mean. It always means less take-up. It used to be part of Labour’s ABCs that means-testing means less take-up, but that is exactly what the Government now propose for students seeking to study English for whom it is not their first language.

For continuation of the debate see:
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070323/debtext/70323-0011.htm#07032346000003 




	Race Relations (continued)
Westminster Parliamentary Questions
Sarah McCarthy-Fry [129831]: What steps [the DCLG] is taking to promote inter-faith forums as a means of tackling religious extremism. 

Reply from Ruth Kelly: Inter-faith initiatives play a key role in tackling and isolating violent extremist activity. My Department supports the Inter Faith Network, which represents the collective voice of all main faith communities and helps regional and local bodies to contribute to community cohesion. The work of community groups is at the heart of our response to the challenge that we face from violent extremism.

Sarah McCarthy-Fry: I am aware of the good work done in Portsmouth with Portsmouth Interfaith Forum in building networks in hard to reach communities across the faiths, largely due to a full-time inter-faith co-ordinator. However, because of the vagaries of the faith communities capacity-building funding, what is funded in year 1 cannot be funded in year 2, so the work looks as though it may be going to waste. Will my right hon. Friend agree to look into the matter for me?

Reply from Ruth Kelly: I congratulate my hon. Friend on the work that she is doing in championing the needs of her constituents. Clearly, I am not familiar with the particular programme that she mentions, although I am happy to look into that. She is right to draw attention to the work that inter-faith activity can do. The Department has invested £5 million this year, and the same last year, in that work. We are also working extremely closely with the Office of the Third Sector. In its review of voluntary sector activity, including faith communities, we are thinking about how we can ensure the sustainability of funding going forward, which I know is of huge interest to those involved in the field.

Ben Wallace: Has the Secretary of State filled the post of director general, equality, in her Department, who is supposed to be in charge of leading the tackling extremism together strategy? If she has, why did it take over a year and a half, and thousands of pounds worth of advertising, to fill that space?
Reply from Ruth Kelly: Yes, we have. The reason we went through a search process was because the community cohesion element of the work that was with the Home Office came to the new Department for Communities and Local Government. It is right that it has done so, because now we are able to think about equalities in the round, taking account of the views of faith groups as we take account of the views of other equalities groups. That give us a huge opportunity, going forward, to think through how we make this country and this society a fairer and better place for people to live. We have a candidate of fantastic calibre in that job to take that work forward.

Keith Vaz: I welcome all the good work that the Secretary of State and the Minister for Women and Equality are doing on the equality agenda. On inter-faith activity, does my right hon. Friend agree that getting young people together in those forums is particularly important? Bridging the divide at an early age is crucial to tackling it later. What does she see as the role of the new commission in trying to achieve her stated ambition to make sure that the work is continued?
Question and answer session continues on next page



	Race Relations
Westminster Parliamentary Questions (continued)
Question and answer session continued from previous page
Reply from Ruth Kelly: My right hon. Friend is right to say that involving young people in inter-faith work and in joint and shared activity is vital to our future. Evidence shows that young people are particularly prone to the messages from violent extremists. If we are to ensure that they have the defences that they need and that communities are resilient to the threat posed by violent extremists, we need to engage as many young people as possible. The new Commission for Equality and Human Rights, to which my right hon. Friend referred, will have a particular role in making sure that people of all ages and across all faiths are able to have their voices heard. In the Muslim community especially, and also at local authority level, we face a challenge as a Government to make sure that the voices of young people and women are heard in the debate—voices that have for too long been neglected.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070327/debtext/70327-0002.htm#07032777000032 
Westminster Early Day Motion
Philip Davies (1223) flying of union flag outside mosques - That this House congratulates the members of the Muslim community in Australia who have called for the Australian national flag to be flown outside mosques as an expression of the Islamic community's loyalty and commitment to Australia; notes the similarities between Britain and Australia and their special historical connections; calls on the Muslim community in Britain to follow this lead and promote the flying of the Union Flag in the grounds of mosques in the UK; believes that this action would demonstrate the Muslim community's commitment to the UK; and further believes that it would be a very effective way of countering any negative publicity and that such a move would publicly show everyone that those in the Muslim community are very keen to integrate and positively contribute to good community relations in the UK.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70327e01.htm 
New publications
CRE Shadow Report: United Kingdom’s Second Report To The Council Of Europe Under The Framework Convention For The Protection Of National Minorities 

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/shadowreport.pdf 

Ethnic minorities in Great Britain   

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/factfile02_ethnic_minorities.pdf
Promoting Interaction between People from Different Ethnic Backgrounds   

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/shm_interaction_research.pdf
Participation and Local Strategic Partnerships   

http://www.cre.gov.uk/downloads/bteg_participation_research.pdf


	Race Relations (continued)
News
‘Respect UK’ plea by ethnic leader    

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/03/28/newsstory9484387t0.asp
Moderate British imams nurtured to curb radicals   

http://www.timesonline.co.uk/tol/news/politics/article1596767.ece
Muslim leaders helped to tackle extremists    

http://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/main.jhtml?xml=/news/2007/04/01/nislam01.xml
TOP



	Race Equality
Westminster Parliamentary Question
Keith Vaz [127450]: To ask the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government what recent discussions she has had with the chair of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights on the (a) mandate and (b) involvement of the Commission's Race Equality Group.

Reply from Meg Munn: The Race Equality Group referred to in the question was set up by Ministers to advise them on the establishment of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights—it is not a group of the Commission itself. The group met three times and discussed a variety of issues including the policy agenda of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights and issues of internal governance.

The Secretary of State has now appointed chair of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights alongside a Board of Commissioners, and the Commission will determine how it wished to engage with stakeholders. Officials and I have briefed the chair of the Commission for Equality and Human Rights about the group's work to enable the Commission to determine how it wishes to proceed.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070328/text/70328w0020.htm#0703291000094
Press Release 
Communities Secretary announces Scotland commissioner for new equalities and human rights body   

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2393



	Race Equality (continued)
New publications
Legacy Paper  (Scottish Parliament Equal Opportunities Committee) 

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/committees/equal/reports-07/eor07-05.htm
The Equality Act 2006 Part 2: Discrimination on Grounds of Religion or Belief: Guidance for Schools

http://www.teachernet.gov.uk/_doc/11302/Equality_Act_Part_2_Guidance_for_Schools___final.doc 
News
The race for Holyrood   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/features/display.var.1287068.0.0.php
Lifting the cover for book recruits    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/business/6426193.stm
'Give young pupils lessons in equality'   

http://observer.guardian.co.uk/uk_news/story/0,,2047497,00.html
TOP



	Racism
Holyrood Parliamentary Question
Stewart Stevenson (S2W-32226): To ask the Scottish Executive how many (a) arrests, (b) charges and (c) successful prosecutions for incitement to racial hatred there were in each of the last five years, broken down by police force.

Reply from Cathy Jamieson: Data on numbers of arrests and charges is not held centrally, nor is there a specific crime code for "incitement to racial hatred". Such crimes will be included within crimes arising from race relations legislation, which includes offences arising from the Race Relations Act of 1976, and those parts of the Public Order Act 1986 which refers to acts likely to stir up racial hatred and the possession of inflammatory material. The available information is shown in the following tables.

The statistics dealing with recorded crime and court proceedings are not directly comparable as a person may be proceeded against for more than one crime involving more than one victim and there is the possibility that the crime recorded by the police may be altered in the course of judicial proceedings. A crime may be recorded by the police in one year and court proceedings concluded in a subsequent year.
Reply continues on next page


	Racism

Holyrood Parliamentary Question (continued)
Reply continued from previous page:
Crimes committed by children aged under 16 are also generally dealt with through the children’s hearings system rather than the courts.

It is important to be aware of the differences between the output generated from these different sets of data. Firstly, not all recorded crimes will have been detected by the police, and there can be occasions where the Procurator Fiscal decided not to proceed with a case. When reports are made to the Procurator Fiscal, there might be several charges under race relations legislation against the same individual, which would become a single case. There could also be cases where a person is facing several different charges, which are grouped together, but the offence under race relations legislation is not the main offence. Finally, the statistics on charges proved are only available at the end of the case – it can take up to two years to go through the court systems.
Number of Crimes Arising from Race Relations Legislation by Police Force, 
2001-02 to 2005-06

Police Force

2001-02

2002-03

2003-04

2004-05

2005-06

Central

0

2

1

4

0

Dumfries and Galloway

0

1

0

0

0

Fife

0

0

0

0

0

Grampian

0

4

4

4

4

Lothian and Borders

0

4

0

6

3

Northern

0

2

5

2

0

Strathclyde

6

28

3

1

7

Tayside

0

0

0

1

0

All Scotland

6

41

13

18

14

Number of Persons with a Charge Proved in Scottish Courts where Main
Offence Under Race Relations Legislation, 2000-01 to 2004-05

Police Force

2000-01

2001-02

2002-03

2003-04

2004-05

Central

0

0

0

0

0

Dumfries and Galloway

0

0

0

0

0

Fife

0

0

0

0

0

Grampian

0

0

0

0

0

Lothian and Borders

0

0

0

0

0

Northern

0

0

0

0

0

Strathclyde

0

0

1

1

0

Tayside

0

1

0

0

0

All Scotland

0

1

1

1

0

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0321.htm 


	Racism (continued)
Westminster Statement

Phil Woolas: I am pleased to announce that I am today laying before Parliament a Command Paper setting out Government's response to the all-party inquiry into Anti-Semitism.

The Government welcome the all-party Parliamentary inquiry's constructive and comprehensive report into anti-Semitism and is grateful to the Committee for the detailed work it has undertaken in this area.

The Government share the Committee's commitment to the eradication of racism and intolerance wherever they exist. We acknowledge that there is no room for complacency, and recognise and commit ourselves to the practical nature of many of the Committee's recommendations.

The Government strongly condemn anti-Semitic incidents and understand the fears and concerns of the Jewish community. Anti-Semitism is not just a problem or concern for the Jewish community but impacts on society as a whole. The Government have a shared responsibility to tackle anti-Semitism and all other forms of racism and prejudice—not only with those communities directly affected, but with all members of society.

We believe the best way to do this is through effective implementation of strong legislation against racial and religious discrimination and racially and religiously motivated crime, underpinned by policies and strategies to increase racial equality and build community cohesion particularly through education.

The document I am publishing today sets out in full the Government's response to each of the Committee's recommendations.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmhansrd/cm070329/wmstext/70329m0001.htm#07032949000021 
Press Release
Government outlines action to stamp out antisemitism   

http://www.communities.gov.uk/index.asp?id=1002882&PressNoticeID=2391
New publications
Racist Incidents Recorded by the Police in Scotland, 2003/04 to 2005/06    

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/172523/0048194.pdf
Report of the All-Party Parliamentary Inquiry into Antisemitism: Government Response
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/203/ReportoftheAllPartyParliamentaryInquiryintoAntisemitismGovernmentResponse_id1509203.pdf 



	Racism (continued)
News
Poison of racial hatred   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/features/editorial/display.var.1287123.0.0.php
Children commit one-quarter of race incidents as toll rises   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1289769.0.0.php
18 Racist crimes every 24hrs

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=18-racist-crimes-every-24hrs%26method=full%26objectid=18817699%26siteid=66633-name_page.html 

Almost 20 race-hate crimes a day in Scotland   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=479212007
Number of racist attacks in Capital doubles in two years    

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=476452007   

Abuse diner fined   

http://www.dailyrecord.co.uk/news/tm_headline=abuse-diner-fined--%26method=full%26objectid=18817701%26siteid=66633-name_page.html
Diner is fined for racist outburst   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=480122007
Public standards watchdog in row over Khan inquiry refusal   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=475612007
'Cllr Khan probe has been a sorry affair from start'   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/opinion.cfm?id=474742007
Cabbie makes claim of racial abuse by Asian   

http://edinburghnews.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=475682007
Police plan to cut religion crime    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/scotland/tayside_and_central/6502657.stm
Ban for racially offensive chewing gum advert
http://www.lse.co.uk/ShowStory.asp?story=TR2835593M&news_headline=ban_for_racially_offensive_chewing_gum_advert 

Scientist fears for family   

http://www.thecourier.co.uk/output/2007/03/29/newsstory9490056t0.asp



	Racism
News (continued)
Open and shut it case?   

http://www.sundayherald.com/oped/opinion/display.var.1300455.0.open_and_shut_it_case.php
Catholic lawyer defends Findlay   

http://scotlandonsunday.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=504362007
TOP



	Other Holyrood
Parliamentary Question
Andrew Welsh (S2W-32312): To ask the Scottish Executive what extra funding it plans to allocate to Angus Council for the provision of sites for Travelling People.

Reply from Rhona Brankin: In April 2006 Angus Council was awarded a grant of £98,000 in 2006-07 and £564,000 in 2007-08 for the redevelopment of its Gypsy/Travellers site at Tayock. There are no plans to allocate any additional funding.

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/pqa/wa-07/wa0322.htm 
Press Release
Abolition of slave trade   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/News/Releases/2007/03/26080534
New publication
Scotland and the Slave Trade: 2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act   

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Resource/Doc/172082/0048155.pdf
TOP



	Other Westminster
Parliamentary Questions
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL2855]: Whether they will call in large-scale applications for residential development that do not include accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers on land where some Gypsies and Travellers were living or had recently been living.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: The Secretary of State’s approach to calling in applications for her own determination remains in line with that set out in a parliamentary Statement made by Richard Caborn, the then Planning Minister, in 1999. [Hansard, Written Answer, 16 June 1999, col. 138] The Secretary of State's policy is to be very selective about calling in planning applications. She will only take this step if planning decisions of more than local importance are involved. However, each case will be considered on its individual merits.

Cases that may be called in may include, for example, those which in the Secretary of State's opinion:

may conflict with national policies on important matters;could have significant effects beyond their immediate vicinity;give rise to substantial regional or national controversy;raise significant architectural or urban design issues; ormay involve the interests of national security or of foreign Governments. 

Planning Circular 01/2006, Planning for Gypsy and Traveller Caravan Sites, offers guidance on major development projects and states:

“A major development or redevelopment project may require the permanent or temporary relocation of a gypsy or traveller site. An onus should be placed on the planning applicant to identify and provide an alternative site, providing the original site has a legal status. The local planning authority should work with the planning applicant and the affected gypsy and traveller community to identify a site (or sites) that would be suitable for relocating this community. In proposing relocation and in seeking a relocation site regard will need to be paid both to the gypsy and traveller community’s social, economic and environmental needs and identified social, economic, and environmental benefits that the major development/redevelopment project will bring to the locality and the broader area”.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70328w0002.htm#07032884000013 
Lord Avebury asked Her Majesty's Government [HL2856]: How many social landlords have responded to the invitation by the Department for Communities and Local Government to discuss provision of accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers; and whether any of these social landlords have indicated that they intend to provide sites or group housing.

Reply from Baroness Andrews: The Department for Communities and Local Government holds a forum for registered social landlords with an interest in providing and managing Gypsy and Traveller sites, and 20 organisations are currently represented. Three of these organisations are currently managing sites, and we are working with the Housing Corporation and National Housing Federation to ensure the interest of these, and other RSLs, results in proposals for the provision of accommodation for Gypsies and Travellers.
http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/ld200607/ldhansrd/text/70328w0002.htm#07032884000013


	Other Westminster

Early Day Motions
Eleanor Laing (1207)  Bicentenary of the abolition of the slave trade act 1807 -  That this House notes that 25th March is the Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act 1807; notes with alarm the growing spread of people-trafficking as modern-day slavery; notes in particular the infamous status of people-trafficking as the fastest growing crime in the world, with at least one person being trafficked every minute of every day, and increasingly the largest source of income for criminals, generating over £20 billion a year in criminal proceeds; commends the work of the vast variety of organisations, such as the members of the Stop The Traffick coalition, seeking to prevent the sale of people, prosecute the traffickers and protect the victims; and calls on the Government to use the bicentenary as a spur to redouble efforts to stop the traffic in human beings, by in the first instance implementing the recommendations of the Council of Europe Convention on Action against Trafficking in Human Beings.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70323e01.htm 

Keith Vaz (1221) Bicentenary of the abolition of the slave trade act 1807 - That this House notes with regret that many thousands of Africans suffered horrific, degrading and immoral treatment as a result of the slave trade; commemorates the dignified and brave manner in which enslaved Africans rose up against their oppressors; further commemorates 25th March as the bicentenary of the passing of the Abolition of the Slave Trade Act 1807 by Parliament; notes that the barbaric slave trade saw millions of enslaved persons transported through British ports; acknowledges that many of its past victims are the ancestors of present-day British citizens; recognises that the UK's economy directly benefited from the trade; calls on the Government to establish an annual National Slavery Memorial Day on 23rd August to memoralise both the outlawing of the slave trade and the resistance to it by enslaved people; further cautions that in 2007 hundreds of thousands of adults and children are still being trafficked and sold into forms of slavery, such as forced labour and prostitution in a global criminal trade, causing devastating human suffering both abroad and in the UK; congratulates the Government for signing the Council of Europe Convention on Action Against Trafficking in Human Beings on Friday 23rd March 2007; and further urges the Government to take any other steps that may be necessary both to combat modern day slavery and to raise awareness about modern and past slavery, in co-operation with partners in the UK and abroad.

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm/cmedm/70327e01.htm 
TOP



	Other News
Abolished trade that still thrives   

http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1284830.0.0.php
Blair: no apology for UK slave trade role    
http://www.theherald.co.uk/news/news/display.var.1284836.0.0.php
No UK slave trade apology from Blair   

http://thescotsman.scotsman.com/index.cfm?id=465002007
Church considers slavery payments    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6494243.stm
Protest disrupts slavery service    

http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/uk/6497935.stm
TOP



	Bills in Progress

** New or updated this week
Holyrood
Christmas Day and New Year's Day Trading Bill (Justice 2 Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/59-xMasDay/b59s2-aspassed.pdf 
** Commissioner for Older People Bill (Communities Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/71-CommOldPeople/index.htm 

The Bill falls because it was not passed prior to the end of this Parliamentary session, however,  it would be possible for a similar Bill to be introduced in the next session.
Protection of Vulnerable Groups (Scotland) Bill (Education Committee)
http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/index.htm 
Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/73-ProtVulGro/b73s2-aspassed.pdf 
Schools (Health Promotion and Nutrition) (Scotland) Bill (Communities Committee)

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/index.htm 

Bill as passed

http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/business/bills/68-SchoolsHN/b68s2-aspassed.pdf


	Bills in Progress (continued)
Westminster
UK Borders Bill

http://www.publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm200607/cmbills/053/2007053.pdf
TOP



	Consultations (closing date)
** New or updated this week
Consultation on revised planning guidance in relation to Travelling Showpeople 
(27 April 2007)
http://www.communities.gov.uk/pub/794/Consultationonrevisedplanningguidanceinrel ationtoTravellingShowpeople_id1505794.pdf 

Changes to Section 9 of the Race Relations Act 1976  (14 September 2007)

http://www.dft.gov.uk/consultations/open/changesracerelations/consultation
** Census consultation (General Register Office for Scotland) (7 June 2007)

http://www.gro-scotland.gov.uk/files1/stats/spring-07-census-consult.pdf 

English for Speakers of Other Languages (online survey) (no closing date given)
http://www.surveymonkey.com/s.asp?u=867383155976 
TOP



	Funding Opportunities
2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade: live grant-making event on 25 May, at The Gathering (SECC, Glasgow)
Up to £200,000 will be awarded through a fast-track application process, where groups can walk away with up to £10,000 for their project, with grants paid within 7 days (subject to sufficient checks). 

‘Awards for All’ is looking for lots of innovative, creative projects to be put up for quick assessment and the chance to win the public vote on the day. It could be a project tackling racial harassment, an oral history project exploring past experiences, or an arts group that wants to make a film about the issue of human rights. Equally, it could be an older people’s club in Aberdeen that might want to visit another part of Scotland to understand its links to the slave trade. 

Groups who would like to take part must submit their application either by post to Awards for All, 1 Atlantic Quay, 1 Robertson Street, Glasgow G2 8JB, to arrive no later than 24th May, or by handing it in to one of the team at the Gathering by 10am on the 25th of May. The sooner you get your application in the better, so it can be checked over to ensure quicker access to the public vote. Groups can contact the Big Lottery Fund on 0870 240 2391 in advance of the event to discuss their ideas. For details and application form see 

http://www.awardsforall.org.uk/scotland/bicentenary.html
TOP



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses
** New or updated this week
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR) Meet the Regulator events

12 April 2007 in Dundee
19 April 2007 in Glasgow
1 May 2007 in Aberdeen
9 May 2007 in Skye
26 September 2007 in Lerwick
Additional events will be held in Edinburgh, Orkney, Western Isles and Dumfries.

A series of half day training events intended for charity trustees and administrators of smaller charities (those with an income of less than £100,000). The programme will include a general introduction to OSCR, the 2005 Act and supporting regulations, Consents and Notifications, Accounts workshop (receipts and payments) and Trustee Duties. For information contact OSCR 01382 220446 / info@oscr.org.uk  or see http://www.oscr.org.uk/EventsCalendar.stm 



	Events/Conferences/Training Courses (continued)
The Implictions of the European Employment Regulations

18 April in Edinburgh

SCVO seminar to explore and raise personal awareness of the European Employment Regulations on sexual orientation, faith / belief and age legislation and ensuring that organisations policies do not discriminate on these grounds. For information contact Denise Gildea 0141 221 0030 /  Equalities@scvo.org.uk
** Live grant-making event: 2007 Bicentenary of the Abolition of the Slave Trade
25 May 2007 at The Gathering at the SECC in Glasgow

See “Funding Opportunities” (above) for details
MSc in Racism and Imperialism
Begins September 2007

University of Glasgow course that investigates the part played by racism and imperialism in shaping the cultures and structures of the modern world. It invites students to examine the possibility that the emergence of racist beliefs and imperialist politics may be, in surprising and disconcerting ways, central to the development of modern society. Its aims are:

· to examine the roles played by racism and imperialism in the formation of the modern world; 

· to assess various theoretical explanations of the causes, nature and consequences of racism and imperialism; 

· to provide students with the intellectual resources necessary for a critical consideration of the racialised and imperialist power relations in the contemporary context.

For information contact Clair Clarke 0141 330 4088 / c.clarke@socsci.gla..ac.uk  or see http://www.gla.ac.uk/departments/sociology/pginfo/mscracism.htm 
TOP



	Useful Links
Scottish Parliament   http://www.scottish.parliament.uk/home.htm 
Scottish Executive   http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Home 
Westminster Parliament   http://www.parliament.uk/ 
Directgov (links to Government Departments)   http://www.direct.gov.uk/Dl1/Directories/AToZOfCentralGovernment/fs/en?CONTENT_ID=10013528&chk=8b2gQw 



	Useful Links (continued)
European Parliament   http://www.europarl.eu.int/parliament/public.do?language=en 

One Scotland Many Cultures http://www.onescotland.com/onescotland/osmc_display_home.jsp?pContentID=2&p_applic=CCC&pElementID=1&pMenuID=1&p_service=Content.show& 
Commission for Racial Equality   http://www.cre.gov.uk/index.html 
Equal Opportunities Commission   www.eoc.org.uk
ACAS   www.acas.org.uk
SCVO   http://www.scvo.org.uk/scvo/Home/Home.aspx 
Civic Forum   http://www.civicforum.org.uk/ 
Volunteer Development Scotland   www.vds.org.uk 
Social Economy Scotland   http://www.socialeconomyscotland.info/content/index.asp 
Office of the Scottish Charity Regulator (OSCR)   http://www.oscr.org.uk/Index.stm 
Central Registered Body for Scotland (CRBS)   http://www.crbs.org.uk/ 
Disclosure Scotland   http://www.disclosurescotland.co.uk/ 
BBC News24   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/default.stm 
BBC Parliament online   http://news.bbc.co.uk/1/hi/programmes/bbc_parliament/default.stm 
TOP
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